
2018–2019 Cancer 
Screening Grants 
for under-screened communities
Project aims

To raise awareness and understanding of cancer screening, early detection and immunisation across 
under-screened communities in Victoria.
To increase the knowledge, skills and confidence of health professionals and staff at community 
organisations to promote and deliver cancer screening, HPV vaccination and viral hepatitis information.
To implement sustainable initiatives in partnership with local community/health organisations. 

• Most organisations reported increased awareness and understanding of bowel and cervical cancer 
screening among community members who participated in education sessions. 

• Every organisation developed strategies to promote the sustainability and continuity of initiatives to 
promote cancer screening within their under-screened communities.
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Outstanding initiatives
• One initiative developed and disseminated 

a ‘Supporting Priority Communities Cancer 
Screening Initiatives’ Training Kit to English 
as an Additional Language (EAL) education 
providers. 8 EAL providers used this kit to deliver 
cancer screening education to 584 students 
through their EAL education services. 

• Another initiative utilised culturally appropriate 
and language-specific brochures to promote 
cervical cancer screening to 150 under-screened 
community members . This led to 27 women 
undertaking the cervical screening test through 
the outreach clinics. All women who undertook 
the cervical screening test were overdue for 
cervical screening. 

Project learnings
• Key Barriers

Cultural norms that single women are not sexually active; therefore, a common belief that single 
women were not required to screen. 
Fears that an HPV-positive diagnosis would impact a woman’s ability to marry. 
Fear or anxiety of being diagnosed with cancer and a belief that it is ‘better not to know’.
Fear or worry about the cervical or bowel screening test procedures.

• Key Enablers
Cancer survivors sharing the importance of cancer screening and early intervention at community 
education sessions.
Flexibility from community organisations to allow participants to attend education sessions.
Providing language-specific cancer screening information and using plain-language 
communication.
Culturally appropriate and sensitive approaches to cancer screening with well-trained and 
supported health professionals.

• Some community members want an integrated approach to health information, including other health 
needs, such as prostate cancer, pregnancy, contraception.

• Targeting community members by age-range is preferred by younger women and can be more effective.
• Community health champions are well placed to understand and deliver sustainable initiatives which 

tackle the unique barriers faced by specific under-screened communities.
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Thanks to the Victorian Department of Health and Human Services  
for funding the 2018-2019 Cancer Screening Grants Program. 

SUCCESS STORY 
A community member who participated in an 

education initiative to improve participation in 
bowel screening was initially unaware of the 
National Bowel Cancer Screening Program. 

After attending the first education session, the 
participant visited his general practitioner and 

then completed the bowel screening test. 
After completing this test he learned that he 
was required to have an urgent colonoscopy, 

which led to the early detection of disease 
and effective and life-saving treatment.  
This community member now acts as an 

advocate for bowel cancer screening 
through sharing his experiences at 

bowel cancer education sessions 
provided to Arabic-speaking 

communities.


